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Im por tant Dates
April 30th-Peer and Mentor 
Observations Due

April 30th-Scaffolding PD

May 7th-All PD Reflections Due 
and Mentor Nominations

May 31-Leave Day

NCAAT Summer PD-

Summer-June 4th!

First Optional Workday-August 6

FAREWELL...
As the year begins to wind down, I think we can all agree it has been one we will never forget.  
As a Beginning Teacher, if you have survived this last year and a half with your passion for 
teaching intact, you are destined for a most successful career in the best profession there is.  If 
you have doubted yourself, doubted your decision to become a teacher, you are not alone.  Do 
not despair, do not give up, our children need you.  As we often preach to our students, we 
need to learn from our failures and harness our successes and continue to grow so we can 
reach and teach every child and give them the greatest gift, an educated mind.

At the end of May, I will be retiring.  I began my career in 1985 and spent 24 years in the 
classroom, and these last 2 and a half in HR.  I could not have chosen a better place to wrap up 
my career.   Working with the Beginning Teacher Support Program is my favorite responsibility.  
You are an outstanding group of professionals and an asset to our field.  When I meet people 
and they ask about my career,  I am so proud to say that I was a teacher, and proud to say I 
worked in HR for a school district.  I hope  when people ask what you do, you are equally as 
proud.  If not now, trust me, one day when you look back, you will be.  I also congratulate the 
BT 3's for completing the program.  I wish you all the best and hope you will make  Lexington 
City Schools your permanent home.   All my best, Carolyn Johnson

https://www.nccat.org/home


Congratulations to All of the 
Beginning Teachers who have 
completed the program...A few 
words from your administration

From  Ms. Call icut t  at  Char les England...

Michelle Bout azar is a great instructional leader. She builds relationships with her families and 
her students. She is an excellent communicator and goes over and beyond when it comes to her 
students. When her students need a minute, she's even taught them how to meditate for a few 
minutes.

Nat han Grant  has grown into a strong teacher leader. He is a role model to our students and is 
a grade level chair. Mr. Grant works tirelessly to ensure that his students grow academically and 
socially. I can always tell when his kids do really well, he smiles really big, and shares his data 
with me!

Gabr ielle Mar t in  has come so far this year and we are so glad she joined our CEES family! She 
listens, reflects, and acts accordingly! Mrs. Martin tries to meet each one of her students' needs. 
She researches the best way to teach certain standards and gets excited about new ways! I can 
tell she will sign up for the digital lab a lot in the future!

From  Mr . Zaeem  at  LMS...

Nat haniel Cole has exhibited much growth this year.  As an EC teacher, he has worked tirelessly 
on making sure that his EC paperwork is completed and accurate and holds all meetings prior to 
the deadline.  He has a great understanding of the Exceptional Children Services that he 
provides to students.  He keeps his families updated regarding their child's progress.

Ms. Sharazad Sarsour  has done a good job this year adjusting to virtual asynchronous and 
bi-synchronous instruction.  She continues to improve her understanding of the ELA content that 
she teaches.  She is an active participant in her ELA PLC.

From  Ms. Spencer  at  Picket t ...

Mr . Sean Davis  is such an amazing teacher and truly dedicated to his students and parents!  As 
a staff, we sometimes refer to Mr. Davis as "the FUN Guy!"  He is always having fun with his 
kiddos and always willing to do whatever is needed around our school!  Thank you, Mr. Davis!  
We love and appreciate you!

From  Ms. Shear -Jones at  Sout h Lexingt on and t he Developm ent al Cent er ...

Jasm ine Par r ish - She is truly a technology wiz! If you need help in figuring something out 
related to technology, she is your go-to person! She is willing and able to help her teammates 
when needed, and strives to do her best in reaching her virtual students. What I love most about 
Ms. Parrish is that she has a sincere spirit, and continues to grow as a BK teacher.

Alexandr ia Wall- She is such a joyous, energetic, and fun loving teacher! She truly enjoys what 
she does at South Lexington Developmental Center, and her students know it! They absolutely 
love her! Not only her students, but parents as well. She builds relationships, collaborates with 
her teammates, offers suggestions for improvement, and many other things to make SLDC a 
better place. She just seems to add a litt le ray of sunshine wherever she goes.

Continued on the next page...



From  Ms. Cur ry at  Sout hwest  ...

Chr ist ina Sant iago is a tireless worker and an excellent addition to the Southwest 3rd grade team.  She 
works arduously to help students and parents understand the curriculum and she is the ultimate team 
player.  She has worked each week with the district to create exciting and engaging  lesson plans for 3rd 
grade math.  Mrs. Santiago is a Jacket through and through.

Queant in Fuller  is a dynamic leader in the EC department.  He has spent just a short while at 
Southwest but has contributed years of knowledge. Although he is new to being a full teacher, he is not 
new to education.  This year Mr. Fuller will finish his Masters in Administration while simultaneously 
taking on he role of the department chair and working with a new BT.  His love and passion can be seen 
throughout the school.  He truly brings his gift to the team.

From  Ms. Br it t  at  LMS....

Alice Ham ilt on  from SWE has a passion for teaching that is most sincere and heartwarming.  She is a 
true advocate for students and families.  You can always see her supporting students both in and outside 
of the classroom .

From  Mr . Jones at  LSHS...

Phil l ip Har t ley is the epitome of an instructional leader in the classroom.  He models what he teaches 
everyday.  It is impressive when he wears his uniform to demonstrate to students his passion for public 
safety.

Shanice Lyons has been an integral part of our English team at LSHS.  She brings her enthusiasm to her 
teaching that is transferred to students being engaged in class.

Er ic Brown  has done a phenomenal job leading our Virtual Academy, connecting with students and 
keeping them engaged.

Thank you to Our Mentors!

From  Nat haniel Grant ...Mrs. Pat t erson  and Mrs. Teague have both been excellent for me.  It 's 
been a luxury having someone to rely on through my first 3 years. I would like to sincerely thank 
you both for being so supportive.  I will continue to lean on you guys going forward.

From  Alexandr ia Wall...Thank you MACON for being AMAZING!  I definitely would not have 
made it through some days without you!  YOU ROCK!

From  Shanice Lyons...Thank you so much to Casey Hudgins.  Not only have you been a 
phenomenal mentor, but you have been an amazing friend.  Thank you for being a sounding 
board for my ideas, a shoulder to lean on when I was unsure, and a friend through and through!

From  Chr ist ina Sant iago...Mrs. Mosley , or better yet, "Mamma Mosley", I can't express enough 
how inspiring you are.  You not only impact your students' lives but also your colleagues.  Your 
kindness and passion for education, and leadership do not go unnoticed.  You are a life-long 
friend and a "Mama" I aspire to be like as I continue to evolve in the education world.  I hope all 
BT's find their "Mama Mosley" too.  Thank you for all you have done and continue to do for all of 
your mentees.  We love and appreciate you!

From  Jasm ine Par r ish ... I want to say thank you to all 3 of my mentors who have supported and 
helped  me through the BT program.  Mrs. Hower , thank you for the support my first year when 
I had no idea what I was doing, especially the emails and time you gave.  Ms. St aub, thank you 
for supporting me during my 2nd year which was one of my toughest.  Thank you for your words 
of wisdom and advice.  Mrs. Kepley, thank you for supporting me my 3rd year.  Thank you for 
sharing resources and tips and tricks which made teaching kindergarten a litt le easier.

From  Alice Ham ilt on.. My mentor is Monica Gr if f in  and all I would like to say to her is THANK 
YOU!! Thank you for all your advice and direction this past year.  You are the best!



 

We Invite our Beginning Teachers, 
Mentors, and Administ rators to Our 

End of the Year BTSP Celebrat ion!

When: May 13th beginning at   

3:45 pm.

Where: LMS in the Media Center

Please stop by for a cold t reat , a gift  
bag, and a Cert ificate of Complet ion 

for our BT 3's.



A Let t er  f rom  t he New Coordinat or  of  t he Beginning Teacher  Suppor t  
Program ...

Dear Beginning Teachers,

Congratulations on nearing the completion of a school year that has been unlike any other!  We 
look forward to seeing you at the end of the year celebration on May 13th and on your return to 
school in August.  Please join me in thanking Ms. Nicole Piggott for her wonderful leadership and 
guidance of the BT program.

If your license is expiring this school year and you would like a one on one meeting with me, 
please schedule a meeting using this link.

The Board of Education will be meeting on May 4th to approve contract renewals.  Please note 
that all contracts are contingent on having a current teacher license by the start of the school 
year.  Additionally, if you were a late hire and did not attend the Beginning/New Teacher 
Orientation in August of 2020, please mark your calendar for August 2nd through the 5th for 
New Teacher Orientation.  The first optional teacher workday is Friday, August 6th. 

I look forward to working with all you in the BT Program and congratulations to the BT 3's for 
their completion of  the program during these most challenging times.

Dr. Christopher Weikart
Executive Director of Human Resources
Beginning Teacher Program Coordinator   

Happy Bir t hday t o Our  Apr i l , May and Sum m er  Babies...

Chr ist ina Sant iago from Southwest celebrated her birthday on April 5th.

Georgia Rose from the High School celebrated her birthday on April 23.

Aust ine Nwokolo from the High School will celebrate his birthday on May 13.

McKenna Mcgovern  from Pickett will celebrate her birthday on May 15.

Sean Davis from Pickett will celebrate his birthday on May 26.

Fonda Nix from Pickett will celebrate her birthday on June 11.

Josie Evans from South Lexington will celebrate her birthday on June 10.

Er ic Brown , our Remote Learning Specialist, will celebrate his birthday on June 18.

Anna Boyle from the High School will celebrate her birthday on July 3.

Lauren Gabr iel from Southwest will celebrate her birthday on July 4.

Jasm ine Par r ish  from South Lexington will celebrate her birthday on July 25.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1MdrLwHRJzxv04bwBdgQahvJH716mdoXILHPchqAuYlk/edit#gid=0

	April/May Newsletter for BTSP 2021
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5


